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Empowering learning
through pedagogy

School reviews in Queensland provide powerful insights into school practice. With every state school and centre reviewed by
the Education Improvement Branch every four years, reviews are an opportunity to consider changes in practice over time and to
identify areas for continuous improvement across the system.

Insights paper at a glance

Empowering learning through pedagogy

Effective pedagogical practices — key elements

The way teachers engage and empower learners has a
significant impact on student achievement. According to
Hattie, quality teaching is one of the strongest influences
on student learning. It is ‘what teachers know, do, and care
about which is very powerful in this learning equation’
(Hattie 2003, p. 2).
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Domain eight of the National School Improvement Tool is
effective pedagogical practices. Located in the engine room
of the School Improvement Hierarchy, pedagogy refers to
how the curriculum is taught. It encompasses the nature
and purpose of effective learning, as well as interactions
between teachers, students, the learning environment and
learning tasks (Waring & Evans 2014).

How does domain eight of the National School
Improvement Tool describe effective use of
pedagogy?
‘The school principal and other school leaders
recognise that highly effective teaching is the key to
improving student learning throughout the school.
They take a strong leadership role, encouraging
the use of research-based teaching practices in all
classrooms to ensure that every student is engaged,
challenged and learning successfully. All teachers
understand and use effective teaching methods —
including explicit instruction — to maximise student
learning.’
ACER 2012, p. 16

Foster a whole-school approach to pedagogies
This paper shares insights from reviews conducted in
Queensland state schools and centres across Terms 1 to
3, 2021. It identifies steps schools can take to establish
effective pedagogical practices. In particular, it focuses
on having a whole-school approach to pedagogies and
strengthening student empowerment. It also highlights the
importance of professional learning and how it can be used
as a lever to deliver effective pedagogical practices.

• Collaboratively develop agreed signature practices.

• Collaboratively and consistently embed agreed practices.
• Systematically review or quality assure agreed practices.
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Empower students in their learning
• Embed pedagogical practices that build student ownership,
including:
○ collaborative goal setting
○ feedback
○ visible learning.

Cultivate a professional learning culture
• Provide regular opportunities to strengthen staff understanding and
implementation of appropriate and effective pedagogical practices.
Professional
learning

=

• Consider using observation, feedback and coaching practices as
part of collaborative professional learning.

Effective pedagogical practices and improved student learning outcomes

Let’s talk
• How does our school foster a school-wide approach to developing pedagogical practice?
• What practices does our school implement to develop students’ agency and empowerment in leading their own learning?
• What opportunities are provided for individual and collaborative learning around effective pedagogies?

To read the full insights paper, scan the QR image or go to:
schoolreviews.education.qld.gov.au

